
 Staff Summary Report 
 
Development Review Commission Date:  07/10/07  Agenda Item Number:  __4___ 
  
 SUBJECT:  Hold a public meeting for a Preliminary Subdivision Plat for DOUBLE BUTTE 

CEMETERY located at 2505 West Broadway Road. 
 
 DOCUMENT NAME: DRCr_DBLBUTTE_Prelimsubplat_071007 PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 
 
 SUPPORTING DOCS:  Yes 
 
 COMMENTS: Request for TEMPE DOUBLE BUTTE CEMETERY (PL070222) consists of a 

Preliminary Subdivision Plat on +/- 38.10 acres located at 2505 West Broadway 
Road in the AG, Agricultural District and the GID, General Industrial District.  
The request includes the following: 

  
SBD07019 – Preliminary Subdivision Plat to unify multiple parceled sections 
of land, totaling +/- 38.10 acres. 

  
 PREPARED BY:  Kevin O’Melia, Senior Planner (480-350-8432) 
 
 REVIEWED BY: Lisa Collins, Planning Director (480-350-8989) 
 
 LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A 
 
 FISCAL NOTE: N/A 
 
 RECOMMENDATION: Staff – Approval, subject to condition 1. 
 
 ADDITIONAL INFO:  
 
  Gross/Net site area  +/- 38.10 acres (1,659,597 s.f.) 
  
 A Preliminary and Final Subdivision Plat is being undertaken to unify the 
various  various pieces of land that make up the cemetery into one parcel.  The  
 Preliminary Subdivision Plat is before the Commission this evening in 
 accordance with the Zoning and Development Code Sec. 6-307 (C).    
 . 
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PAGES:   
  1. Table of Contents  
  2. Comments / Reasons for Approval 
  3. Condition of Approval / History & Facts  
 4. Description / Zoning & Development Code Reference 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Location Map 
2. Aerial Photo 
3. Letter of Explanation 
4. Land Surveyor’s Title Block 
5. Title Sheet 1 of 3 (enlarged) 
6. Line & Curve Tables & Surveyor’s Notes, Sheet 2 of 3 (enlarged) 
7. Plat Map Sheet 3 of 3 (enlarged) 
 
 



 
PL070222 – DOUBLE BUTTE CEMETERY PRELIMINARY PLAT Page #2  
July 10, 2007  
 
 

COMMENTS: 
 
Project Analysis 
Double Butte Cemetery is located on the northern and western slope of Twin Butte, is bounded by Broadway 
Road to the north and developed office/industrial property to the west.  48th Street lies beyond, to the west of 
the industrial property and the City of Phoenix is located west of 48th Street.  The northern edge of the 
Tempe Diablo Stadium Complex lies to the south, beyond Westcourt Way (the resort entrance from 48th 
Street).  The Westcourt in the Buttes resort is to the southeast but is partially obscured from view within the 
cemetery due to site topography.   
 
The western portion of the cemetery is lawn and mature trees while the central portion is desert landscape.  
The eastern and southeastern portions are as yet undeveloped due to the slope of the land.  The western 
portion is the part with the Agricultural District.  The remainder of the cemetery is in the General Industrial 
District. 
 
The applicant is requesting a Preliminary and Final Subdivision Plat to unify the various parcels of land that 
make up the cemetery into one parcel.  The Preliminary subdivision Plat is required to be reviewed by the 
Development Review Commission prior to review of the Final Subdivision Plat by City Council. 
 
The proposed Subdivision Plat meets the minimum required technical standards of the Tempe City Code 
Chapter 30, Subdivisions.  Staff recommends approval subject to one condition of approval.  Public input is 
not required. 
 
REASONS FOR APPROVAL: 
1. The cemetery meets the General Plan Projected Land Use for this site. 
2. The Preliminary and Final Subdivision Plat conforms to the technical standards of Tempe City Code 

Chapter 30, Subdivisions. 
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SBD07019 
CONDITION OF APPROVAL: 
1. The Subdivision Plat for Tempe Double Butte Cemetery shall be put into proper engineered format with 

appropriate signature blanks and recorded with the Maricopa County Recorder’s Office through the City 
of Tempe’s Development Services Department on or before one year from date of City Council approval.  

 
HISTORY & FACTS: 
September 13, 1887 Tempe Cemetery Association formed by local citizenry for the purpose of establishing 

a cemetery in Tempe. 
 
1888 Property which became the site of the cemetery donated by Niels Peterson.  The 

beginning of cemetery layout dates from 1888. 
 
June 3, 1999 The City Council denied an extension of one-year agreement for enhancement of 

cemetery by Tempe Double Buttes Cemetery, Inc. (a private agency) and directed the 
City Attorney to re-acquire the Double Butte Cemetery. 

 
June 23, 1999 The Board of Adjustment accepted the withdrawal for the following request by Tempe 

Double Buttes Cemetery, Inc. (Gilbert Szajina), located at 2505 West Broadway Road 
in the AG, Agricultural District and I-1, Light Industrial District 
a. Use Permit request to allow a cemetery which includes a mausoleum, lawn crypt 

area, and a 2,490 sq. ft. office/maintenance building. 
b. Variance to reduce the required front yard setback for the office/crematory in the 

Agricultural District from 40’ to 1’ 
c. Variance to reduce the required side yard setback from 12’ to 0’ for the mausoleum 

in the I-1 District (continued from the 6/15/99 Hearing Officer). 
 
June 15, 2005 The Design Review Board continued the building elevations, site plan and landscape 

plan for DOUBLE BUTTE CEMETERY-PHASE ONE located at 2505 West Broadway 
Road in the AG, Agricultural District and the GID, General Industrial District. 

 Note: this proposal included a mausoleum, a small visitor’s center and site upgrades 
including an entrance gate with arch, perimeter fence, a small parking area and 
driveway upgrades.  After the continuance, the project was shelved due to financial 
considerations. 

 
April 17 2006 The Design Review Board staff conditionally approved the request for Double Butte 

Cemetery for upgrades to the existing cemetery for additional burial sites, including an 
entrance gateway off Broadway Road, a small parking lot, parking pullouts, and 
landscape and irrigation.  This site is located at 2505 West Broadway Road in the AG, 
Agricultural zoning district and the GID, General Industrial District. 

 Note: this was a scaled down version of the upgrades first reviewed by the design 
Review Board in 2005.  The staff approved upgrades did not include a mausoleum or 
visitor’s center. 

 
April 10, 2007  The Development Review Commission recommended approval of the request for a 

General Plan 2030 Projected Land Use Map Amendment from the Public Open Space 
Land Use designation to the Public Recreational/Cultural Land Use designation.  The 
site is located at 2505 W. Broadway Road. 

 
May 17, 2007  The City Council approved the request for a General Plan 2030 Projected Land Use 

Map Amendment from the Public Open Space Land Use designation to the Public 
Recreational/Cultural Land Use designation.  The site is located at 2505 W. Broadway 
Road. 
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DESCRIPTION: 
 Owner Representative – Larry Shobe (Public Works), City of Tempe 
 Applicant – Allen Sadberry, Brooks Engineers and Surveyors, Inc. 
 Land Surveyor – Jeffrey L. Andrews, RLS, Brooks Engineers and Surveyors, Inc. 
 
 General Plan 2030 
 Current Land Use – Public Recreational/Cultural Land Use 
 Porposed Land Use -- Public Recreational/Cultural Land Use 
 
 Zoning 
 Existing zoning -- AG, Agricultural District and the GID, General Industrial District 
 Proposed zoning -- AG, Agricultural District and the GID, General Industrial District 
 
ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT CODE REFERENCE: 
 
Section 6-307, Subdivisions, Lot Splits and Adjustments 
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DOUBLE BUTTE CEMETERY (PL070222)

BROADWAY RD
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ATTACHMENT 7


	REASONS FOR  APPROVAL:



